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I want to begin by making a statement and that is this: For everything God has the devil has a counterfeit.

Throughout much of this seminar, we have and will be dealing with just how the little horn power has tried to counterfeit the truth of Gods Word.

In fact, we learned that one of the identifying marks of the little horn is that he would think to change God’s times and laws.

You remember we studied together and learned that the power behind the beast is the devil himself.  And it is his purpose to try to deceive God’s people.

And then in Daniel 8:12 we read that the little horn power will cast God’s truth to the ground and stamp upon it.

In this seminar, we want to exalt the truth of the Bible; Amen.

We are going to begin tonight with a story from 2 Kings 5.

But before we get into the story from 2 Kings, I want to read to you a text from Romans 15:4

(SLIDE) Romans 15:4
4For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 

The story we are about to read in 2 Kings is for our learning.

2 King 5:1 (411)

1Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable, because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper.  

Friends, when we see that word leper or leprosy, we should think of sin.  For in the Bible leprosy is a type of sin.

And though you may not be in Naaman’s condition with leprosy yet each one of us was born in sin, shapened in iniquity.

And so the Bible says that he was a great man even though he was a leper.

Vs 2  And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman’s wife.  3And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy. 

(SLIDE) – Maid
Notice that even though this young lady was taken from Israel as a captive, God used her as a witness to the saving power of God.
She was able to tell her master there is a God in heaven and by the word of his prophet you can be made well.

Vs 4  4And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel. 5And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. 

Isn’t that interesting here we have Naaman and the king of Syria scheming on how to buy this blessing from Israel.

Vs 6  6And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy. 7And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me. 

The king of Israel thought it was a trap, an excuse to make war.  The king of Israel didn’t know what to do with him.

Vs 8  And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel. 

Apparently, Elisha heard what went on and requested that Naaman be sent to him.

Vs 9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 10And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.

The Bible tells us that Naaman came to the house of Elisha and apparently Elisha didn’t even greet Naaman, he just sent a message to him.  The message was simple enough—Go wash in the Jordan seven times and you will be clean.

Vs 11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.  

As you can see Naaman is mad.  He feels insulted and he isn’t happy.

Vs 12  12Are not Abana (ab bah’ na) and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage.

Friends, the word of God will make you glad or it will make you mad.

You see the word of god does not appeal to the carnal nature.

So Naaman went away mad.  He was thinking why do I have to go wash in the muddy, dirty Jordan?  There are plenty of rivers in Damascus.  

But friends, I believe God had a purpose for sending him to the Jordan.  You see the rivers in Damascus were lined with idols and temples to these idols.  If Naaman had been cleansed near any of these, God would not have received the credit.

God wanted to send Naaman to a place where there were no idols and no shrines.

But the Bible says he has a servant.  And his servants can’t understand what the problem was to them it sounded easy enough.

2 Kings 5:13  And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? 

So the servant says, listen Naaman, if the prophet had said to do something hard, wouldn’t you have done it.  What he asks is so simple, what do you have to lose?

You see Naaman had to do exactly what we have to do.

--Number 1 He had to admit the contagion

--Number 2 He had to permit an examination

--Number 3 He had to submit to the operation

As so it says he went…

Vs 14  Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 

(SLIDE) – Naaman Clean
His was clean!  He had the flesh of a little child.  In other words, he was born again.  Friends, he was a new man—he was changed.

Now here is the question that has to be asked—what was it that brought this about.

(SLIDE) – Question
Let’s think about it—Was it the water?  

(SLIDE) – Water

Was there anything miraculous about the water?

Don’t you know there were many lepers that went to the Jordan after this and were not cleansed?

(SLIDE) – Seven

Was it something miraculous about the number seven? 

Well we know that seven is an important number in the Bible.  

There are seven days to the week, there were seven churches, seven trumpets, seven seals, but was there anything special about the number?

No, there were plenty of people who dipped themselves even seven times and they were not healed.

(SLIDE) – (SLIDE) Naaman has Faith
Then what was it? Well apparently there was faith involved.  

(SLIDE) – Believed

Somewhere along the way, Naaman developed a belief in what the man of God had said.  

Somewhere in his heart Naaman thought, maybe, just maybe this will work—or he never would have stepped into the water.

But friends, if Naaman had faith, but turned around and went home in a rage, would he have been healed?  No.

(SLIDE) – Acted

So, you see it wasn’t just faith,  Naaman had an active faith, a living faith.

You see friends, Paul talked about this kind of faith in Gal 5:6 when he said that true faith worketh by love.
Some people have dead faith, dead faith doesn’t work, dead faith doesn’t produce obedience.

(SLIDE) James 2:20
No wonder James 2:20 says that faith without works is dead.

Naaman here manifested his faith in the Word of God by stepping into the water.  But not only that, he manifested is faith in dipping seven times.

You see, he wasn’t healed after dipping one time.

He wasn’t healed after dipping two times.

Friends, he wasn’t healed until he dipped seven times.

So let me ask you an important; is it important to do what God says?  Is obedience important?

To get the answer to that question, turn to the book of Hebrews-

Hebrews 5:9 (1193)
Hebrews 5:9 (1193)

9And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; 

So we see God is telling us that obedience is important. What he is saying is that faith will manifest itself in obedience to God.

Let’s get another verse on this…

(SLIDE) Rev 14:12
Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. 

Friends, according to Rev 14:12 those who keep the Commandments of God do so because they also have the faith of Jesus.

Salvation is much like someone getting into a boat.  In fact Jesus is our boat; he is the ark of safety.

As we get into this boat the Lord gives us two oars.  Faith and obedience.  Faith and works.

Now some people say all you need is faith, but friends if the faith is alone, James says that that faith is dead.

If you row with faith alone, where do you go?  Circles.

Likewise if you grab the oar of works and you row without faith, what happens?  Circles.

Friends, it takes both oars in the water.  Faith and Obedience that is born of faith.

There is a balance here. That is why…

Hebrews 5:9 says

9And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; 

Friends, Naaman was blessed because he had faith AND he obeyed the Word of the God.  You cannot substitute your own thinking and your own ideas and still receive the blessing of God.

Now you’re probably asking yourself what does all this have to do with prophecy.  I want us to turn to the book of Isaiah.

Isaiah 24:5 (712)
I want to read an end time prophecy from the book of Isaiah 25.

(SLIDE) Isaiah 24:5

Look at Isaiah 24:5

5The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.

This passage explains what is going on in the world today.  The problems we face to a large degree are upon us because we have

--transgressed the laws 

--and because we have changed the ordinance.

--and because we have broken the everlasting covenant. 

Friends, it is obvious from the Word of God that the beast power has tried to change the law of God.  

In fact, in Daniel 8:12 it says that the little horn power will cast God’s truth to the ground and trample upon it.  But it is also clear that they had also tried to change the ordinance.

You see there in 2 Kings 5:14 it says that Naaman dipped himself seven times into the Jordan.  That word dipped is the word BAPTIZO, from which we get the word BAPTIZE.

This passage says the Naaman baptized himself.
And friends it is amazing that prophecy predicted the little horn would not only think to change times and laws, but he would also cast God’s truth to the ground.

And Isaiah confirms he would even change the ordinance.  

The ordinance of baptism is what we are talking about tonight.

Friends, baptism is very important to the believer. Do you know how I know it is important? The New Testament mentions it over 100 times. 

Let’s turn to Matthew 28:18

Matthew 28:18

(SLIDE) Jesus (984)

Just before Jesus left His disciples to go to heaven, He gave the parting words in Matthew 28:18- 20

"And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen." 

Here it clearly shows that baptism was to be an important step in the Christian's life. 

(SLIDE) Girl

Let’s see how important it really is..

These passages we will be looking at teach us that grace apart from obedience on our part to do God’s wills is not taught in the Bible.

(SLIDE)Titus 2:11

11For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,  12Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,  righteously, and godly, in this present world; 

Friends, true grace teaches to live obedient to the will of God.

(SLIDE)  Jude 3
But there is also a counterfeit grace that is spoken of in Jude vs 3  3Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 

(SLIDE)
4For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness..

Grace is not a license to sin!  And anyone who would claim that because of grace we can now freely sin is not of God.

One of Jesus' most emphatic statements in the Bible centers on this subject. It is found in John 3:3 (1050)

John 3:3 (1050)

(SLIDE) Nic
3Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

4Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? 5Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

Notice Jesus linked this idea of being born again to water and spirit.

In the same way, everyone of you, when your were born the first time you broke water didn’t you.  Everyone of us when we are born, we break water.  And then we take our first breath of life.  So there was water and spirit.

That word spirit is the word RU WACH 

337 times in the Bible

150 times translated as air, wind or breathe

The rest of the time it is translated as spirit.

And isn’t that how we are born—first we break water and then we take our first breathe.

So it is, that God says, when a person is born again, it must involve those same two ingredients; water and spirit.

You must once again break water and then breathe deep of God’s Holy Spirit.

Now friends, that is pretty plain. Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
Mark 16:16 makes it even clearer. Jesus taught that this act of obedience was part of God’s plan of salvation. 

Mark 16:16 (1007)

Mark 16:16 (1007)

"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned." 

So we see that baptism is indeed part of God’s plan for you and I.

Well let’s ask the question; What really is baptism? 

Baptism is the outward sign of an inward change. 

A total change in your life. You have become a new creature. 

You see Jesus links both belief AND baptism together.

There is no magic in the baptismal water. If you go down a devil you'll just come up a wet devil! 

Something must happen before a person is baptized, or baptism means nothing.

Romans 6:3- 6 (1122) we find the full meaning of baptism. 

Romans 6:3- 6 (1122) "Know ye not, that as many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life, For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin."

Friends, baptism is a symbol of Christ's death, burial, and resurrection to a new life. 

The same happens to us in a spiritual sense. Baptism is a symbol that the old life of sin and guilt dies, and is buried, and the new life is born again. 

In baptism the eyes are closed, hands folded, and the breath is suspended for a moment while one is lowered gently below the water, then brought up again. A perfect illustration of death, burial and resurrection to new life! 

We need to acknowledge that there are many different ways that churches teach baptism.  But tonight, we want to know what true Bible baptism is. 

The Bible says there is only one way. 

(*SLIDE) Eph 4:4
5One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

So we want to look at the proper way to be baptized. And I can’t think of a better place to look then at Jesus.

Mathew 3:13-17 

(SLIDE) Jesus baptism

Matthew 3:13- 17, "Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness. Then he suffered him. And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, saving, this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

Jesus came "up straightway out of the water." that's baptism by immersion!." 

Let’s get another text…

John 3:23 (1051), "And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim,(Say lem) (why) because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized." 

There was "much water."  Why was John baptizing people at this spot? Because it takes much water.

Let’s get another one.  Later in the New Testament we have the story of the Ethiopian Eunuch. 

Acts 8:36- 39, (1088)
(SLIDE) Phillip baptism

Acts 8:36- 39, (1088) "And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water: what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing." 

They went down "both into the water" and came up out of the water. 

Again that's immersion. 

(SLIDE) What does Baptism Mean

(SLIDE) Baptizo

Perhaps the most irrefutable proof of baptism is in the word itself. As I said to you the original word in the Greek is "baptizo," a word used in the textile industry. All material came out a dull gray & had to be dyed. 

So they put the material in a big tub of dye, and with a stick pushed it under the water. They called this "baptizo." 

The Greek Dictionary says it means "to dip under water, to submerge." 

That means when you are baptized you are buried! 

Even a child can see how the Bible teaches baptism.

(SLIDE) Where did the other forms of baptism come from.

One question still remains. 

Where did the other forms of baptism come from? Believe it or not, sprinkling did not enter the Christian Church until A.D. 1311 in the Council of Ravenna. 

For more than 1,200 years after Christ, the entire Christian Church practiced Bible baptism by immersion. 

Sprinkling came in for two major reasons. 

One for convenience. The clergy in their heavy robes didn't like to get wet in the baptistry. 

The other reason was Papal power wanted to keep the people in fear. So a theory was created that a new baby coming into the world was a sinner and, if it died, would go immediately to hell and bum forever. 

So infant baptism came in. You couldn’t very well dunk a new born baby, so sprinkling was used.

This leads us to another question. Is infant baptism biblical?

It's amazing to note that there is not one instance of infant baptism in the entire Bible. And the reason is simple. 

(SLIDE) Steps to Baptism

There are three basic requirements for baptism according to the Scriptures: 

1. Repent
2. Believe
3. Learn 

Now can an infant repent, believe, and be taught Bible truth? No! A little infant is not responsible for its outward acts until it reaches the age of accountability. 

James 4:17, "Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin." 

A little child is innocent and does not sin until it knows the difference between right and wrong, and therefore it is saved. 

What God does invite us to do is to dedicate our children to God, just as Jesus was dedicated (Luke 2:22, 27- 28). 

In this simple ceremony, the child is dedicated to God, and the parents pledge to raise the child to love and fear God. Then as the child grows, it can make its own decision to publicly follow God in baptism. 

Let's consider the three steps to baptism, because when baptism is preceded by these steps, it becomes a beautiful public testimony to let the world know you have changed sides and now belong to Jesus. Remember, it is an outward sign of the inward change.

Considering the first part of repentance and confession, let's turn to Acts 2:37- 38 (1080)
Acts 2:37 (1080)

 "Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost," 

What does it mean to repent?

Proverbs 28:13, "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy." 

It is confessing and forsaking sin. Confession without giving up sin is worth nothing. 

Make no mistake about it, people who confess and then go and willfully do the same sin again are wasting their breath. True repentance is sorrow for sin and rejection of it. 

Look what Paul says in Romans 6:11 (1122)

Paul says in Romans 6:11 (1122) you're dead to sin. "Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

What does that mean? It means as far as sin is concerned, you're dead. You do not want to follow it or serve it any longer. 

The problem is, a lot of folks in the church are not dead to sin yet! When a man dies we bury him. When a man dies to sin, he is also buried in baptism. "Therefore we are buried with Him in baptism." And when you rise from the water you are "born again." 

We are born of water, that's baptism. We are born of the Spirit. that's the power that comes at baptism. When you choose to die to sin, the Holy Spirit begins to dwell in you and give you power over all sin. You rise to a new life! 

John 1:12- 13, (1048)
John 1:12- 13, (1048)  "But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." 

He promises to "give power to become sons of God!" 

And then not only do you need heart preparation, you need head preparation. You can't have a change of heart until you know God's will. 

Let’s read again Jesus words in Matthew 28-19

(SLIDE) – Matt 28
Jesus therefore commissioned in Matthew 28:19- 20,(984)  "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen." 

We are to teach before a person is baptized.  How can a person repent if they have not been taught Gods commands?

Baptism is to be preceded by knowledge and then a person can make a solid, intelligent decision that will last. 

Let's answer another question: What about re-baptism? Does the Bible give reason for it? 

Acts 19:1 (1103)

Acts 19:1- 5, "And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost, And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus." 

We have a group of people who had been baptized by John the Baptist. They were sincere, but they had left before Jesus came. 

Therefore they had not heard all the truth, especially about Jesus the Messiah, or the Holy Spirit. 

They had open hearts and as Paul taught them they received the truth with joy, and were baptized again to show their love and recommitment to follow all truth. 

Many times sincere people ask to be re-baptized after learning new truth, and this can be a very beautiful step in recommitment to Christ. Baptism or re-baptism is like a wedding, a "marriage" to Christ, 

(SLIDE) Bride and Groom

In 2 Corinthians 11:2 we read of this close relationship between God and is people. "For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ." 

Here we come to another important point. When two people fall in love and pledge their love and faithfulness to each other they are not perfect. They make mistakes. Many times a husband has to say to his wife "forgive me." But when you love someone, you grow in that love. Together you mature into a strong bond that nothing can sever. 

If two people waited to unite together until they were perfect, they would never marry! 

It's the same with Christ and our union with Him by baptism. You don't wait to become perfect before being baptized. If you waited until you were perfect to be baptized, you never would be! 

Baptism is part of being born again. When you rise from the water, you're just a babe in Christ. 

You will make mistakes, you will sin. There will be times you have to say to the Lord. "forgive me," but you grow! And united with Jesus, your love matures daily. 

If you have a willing heart, 

If you  choose to forsake sin, 

if you have a knowledge of truth and love for Christ, 

then today He invites you to prepare for that joyful step of baptism. 

(SLIDE) Putting on Christ

In Galatians 3:27 (1159) it says when we are baptized we "put on Christ." 

"For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ." 

When I married my wife her name was Shirlene Meister, but when she became mine, she put on my name. Shirlene McClendon. Now she belongs to me! So it is when we are baptized we are united with Christ.

As we close tonight, I have a special gift I want to give to each of you. I going to ask the ushers to come forward; I have a card I want you to have.

I’m going to ask Shirlene to come play while the ushers pass out these cards.

(SLIDE) Call Card

Let’s take a minute and go through this card together…
Please write your name and phone number on the card 
(SLIDE) Girl
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