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The story is told of a young man born in New York, the son of a Christian minister. And as a preacher's son, he often found himself in a position of not living up to his father’s requirements. 

Every time he would do something wrong, his father would sit him down and sharply reprimand him. He threatened, "Robert, if you keep committing these sins, Almighty God is going to put you in hell and burn you forever and ever! " 

After years of this, the young man finally had enough. In his desperation one day, he couldn't take it any longer. He retorted, "Dad, if that's the kind of God you serve, I don't want anything to do with Him." and he got up and left home. He soon became known as Mr. Robert Ingersall, the world renowned atheist who hated the Bible and defied God. 

All because of this one teaching: hell-fire. 

(SLIDE) – Hell Fire
The devil has confused and deceived people so much on this subject. And through the ages, a lot of money has been raised and a lot of people have joined the church out of nothing else but what can be described as fear.

So on the onset, let's ask some questions. 

1. What kind of God do we serve--loving or cruel? 
2. Can we reconcile the love and mercy of God with the justice of God?

3. Is God in cahoots with the devil? Is the devil God's hired superintendent to keep people roasting and toasting through eternity? 
Friends, this is a very solemn subject, a very important one, and one that we have to know the truth about.  

So with that in mind, let us turn to Rev 1:17 (1218)
17And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.

There are all kinds of ideas and all kinds of theories about the afterlife.  What we believe about this subject is crucial to our understanding of God.

Friends, the Bible says that Jesus has the keys.  What that means is that Jesus has the key to unlock the mystery about this subject.

So, I want to invite you to put aside all your pre-existing ideas and concepts about this subject, and allow the Word of God to speak to you.
Alright, as we begin, let’s ask some questions…
(SLIDE) – When, where & how long
As we seek the truth about this important subject I want to begin by asking three basic questions.

WHEN, WHERE, and HOW LONG will hell-fire burn? 
We will address them in this order. 
In a previous message, we studied that there would be only two groups when Jesus comes--the righteous and the wicked. One is saved and taken to heaven, the other is lost and destroyed by the brightness of His coming. 
(SLIDE) – 54 Times
The word hell is used 54 times in the Bible, but has several meanings. 
(SLIDE)  (SLIDE) 
In the Old Testament and New Testament the word "Sheol" or "Hades" is used 42 times meaning the grave. 
(SLIDE)  (SLIDE) 
Then in the New Testament, we also find the word "Gehenna" is used meaning a place of burning. It is used 12 times. 
All three of these words can be translated “Hell”

So every time you read "hell" it does not always mean "fire." So, we must look at the context to see if it is referring to "the grave," or "the place of fire." 
Let's begin with our first question. 

WHEN WILL HELL-FIRE BURN?
In studying the Bible, we must be careful to understand that Jesus often spoke in parables.  

What are parables?  Parables are simply stories that convey a spiritual truth.  
We must be careful when studying parables because since they are stories, we cannot take them literally.  We must interpret what the meaning is.

How do I know that?  Think about the parable of the man who finds a pearl of great price.  

Matt 13:44 (962)
Matt 13:44 (962) 44Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field. 45Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 46Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it

Let me ask you, is salvation something you purchase?  Doesn’t that what these parables say?

With that understood, I want us to look at a parable recorded in vs 36.

In Matthew 13:24, Jesus gives the parable of the tares. 
The reason we are safe at looking at this one, is that Jesus himself gives us the interpretation.

24Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: 25But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. 26But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. 27So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? 28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this.  The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? 29But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn. 

Apparently the disciples didn’t understand the parable, so they asked.

Matthew 13: 36 "Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field. He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear." 
He says the harvest is at the end of the world. The Bible never contradicts itself. 
Remember we studied that the dead sleep in their graves until Jesus comes? That's in perfect harmony. 
Notice verses 49-50, 
"So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth." 
So according to this text, when will the wicked be burned?

Let's get another text, 2 Peter 2:9, (1209)

2 Peter 2:9 
"The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished." 

God reserves the wicked until the day of judgment. Okay, that should raise an important question for us.

How many people are in hell today? Not one. 

This verse says that God will “reserve” or “hold” the unjust until when?--the Day of Judgment.

When is this Day of Judgment?
Let's establish this. Second Timothy 4:1, (1186)
Second Timothy 4:1, (1186)

"I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom." 
Let`s get another verse.  Revelation 20:11- 15, (1233)
Revelation 20:11- 15,
"And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away;and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire." 
All are judged at the second resurrection at the end of the world. 
Tomorrow night we will look at the details of this, but according to these verses the judgment will occur after the millennium.  It is then that God will pronounce judgment and the fire will devour the wicked. 
(SLIDE) - Graph 
Here is a timeline of the events starting at the Second Coming through to the Judgment.

(Go through the graph--)

What we are trying to answer now is WHEN will hell fire take place.
Revelation 20:7, And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 

So it is clear that:

1. The Judgment of the wicked does not take place until after the millennium.

2. The destruction of the wicked does not take place until after the Judgment. 

And doesn’t that make sense?  How can God put someone in hell fire before they are judged?

Alright, now let’s look at our second question: WHERE IS HELL?
(SLIDE) - Wicked
Look again at Revelation 20:9,  It said they would be on the "breadth of the earth" when fire comes down from God. 
 (SLIDE) – Prov 11:31
Proverbs 11:31 says, "Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much more the wicked and the sinner." 
(SLIDE) – Wicked on fire
The wicked are rewarded on the earth. Deuteronomy even says the mountains will be set on fire! 
(SLIDE) – Deut 32:22
Deuteronomy 32:22, "For a fire is kindled in mine anger, and shall burn unto the lowest hell, and shall consume the earth with her increase, and set on fire the foundations of the mountains." 
Hell is right here. Hell will burn over this whole earth. 
(SLIDE) – Earth on fire
2 Peter 3:7 (1210)
2 Peter 3:7, "But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men." 

The heavens and earth are reserved unto fire! 
Verse 10, "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up." 
The elements will melt with heat. All will be burned up! 
Verses 11- 13, "Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness." 
(SLIDE) – New Heaven and Earth
Then God can create a new heaven and earth! 
We can read about it in Revelation 21:1

Revelation 21:1, "And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea." 

There will be a new heavens and a new earth, the first is passed away. 

Hell-fire will be wonderful; for this earth, all sin, and all sinners will be burned up and God will make all things new! 

There is only one way to thoroughly destroy something. That is by fire! God will purify this earth with fire and sin will never exist again! Praise the Lord! 

Okay, let’s continue with our next question: HOW LONG WILL HELL-FIRE BURN?
Here is where most people stumble. 
Here too is where the devil has distorted a few verses to cause many people to hate God, and to look at Him as a cruel tyrant. 
First let's follow the Bible rule and get a complete picture by going through many verses on the subject. Then we will deal with a few of the seemingly difficult texts.
Though the Bible does not give the exact length of time. we do know it will not be through all eternity. 

Here are three reasons why. 

1. If God says hell is going to burn on earth, and then says He will recreate a new heavens and a new earth here, how could He make a new earth if hell was burning throughout eternity? 
2. God is just and fair. Let's say that Cain who killed one man was sent to hell 6,000 years ago, and then Hitler who killed millions joined him. Would it be fair for Cain to burn 6,000 years longer than Hitler? Absolutely not! Would it make any sense of justice for a short life of sins to be punished for eternity? 
3. We studied that man is not immortal, and only those who love Jesus will be given immortality, when He comes (1 Corinthians 15:51)! But if the wicked burned through all eternity, would they not also have eternal life? To be tormented forever, you must live forever. 
You see, reason alone tells us hell will not burn through eternity. 

Let's go to the Word now and see. 
(SLIDE) Romans 6:23
Romans 6:23, "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." 
The wages of sin is…what everyone?  DEATH.  

Let me ask a simple question…can you be alive in hell and be dead?

Another text that is famous around the world, 
(SLIDE) John 3:16, 
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
(SLIDE) – Mathew 7:13
Jesus said Himself in Matthew 7:13."Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat." 
David way back in the Old Testament said it the same way. 
 (SLIDE) Psalms 37:9-11
Psalms 37:9- 11,  (598)
"For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth. For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be. But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace." 
"The wicked shall not be," but the meek shall inherit the earth. 
(SLIDE) vs 20
Then read verse 20, "But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the LORD shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away." 
The wicked perish, as the fat of lambs, into smoke they consume away. Isn't that plain? David wrote of it again 
(SLIDE) – Ps 68:2
Psalms 68:2, "As smoke is driven away, so drive them away: as wax melteth before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God." 
"As was melteth ... so the wicked perish." 
Let’s get another one, Malachi 4:1- 3,
Malachi 4:1-3 (943)
"For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts." 
The wicked will be stubble, turned to ashes. And after God rains fire down to cleanse the earth, we can go out, and the wicked will be ashes under our feet. That's clear! 
Let’s go back to Revelation 20:9,
Revelation 20:9

"And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them." 

(SLIDE) – Rev 20:9
As they try to capture the city, God puts an end to it. 
Verse 14 says it's the second death. "And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death." 

And chapter 21 goes right on as God then creates a new heaven and earth. The first is passed away. 
(SLIDE) – New Earth
Rev 21 Verse 4, "And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away." 
There will be no pain or crying. If hell were burning through eternity, there would be! But no, God makes all things new.
Rev 21 Verse 5  "And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful." 
Do you see it now? Hell-fire is really wonderful! This earth with its corruption and sin will forever be removed! 

And friends, the best news is that the devil will be the kindling for the fire! 

Let’s read it…

Ezekiel 28:18 (851)
Ezekiel 28:18-19, "Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more." 
He will never be anymore! Praise the Lord! You see, the real issue in hell is not the "fire." The fire is the quickest, most merciful way God can destroy sin and all sinners who love sin more than righteousness. 
The real "hell" is going to be the realization that we missed heaven and an eternity of joy because we counted the pleasures of sin more important than eternal life. 
God will make an end of sin and sinners forever. Never again will we have to know sin, for all things will be new. 
(SLIDE) – Nahum 1:9
Nahum 1:9, "What do ye imagine against the LORD' he will make an utter end: affliction shall not rise up the second time." 
Sin shall not arise a second time! Let's all choose to be in that group that will live forever and never again know what sickness is, or anything that has to do with sin. We can all be in that group if we so choose. 
Hell isn't for people. God has prepared it for the devil and his angels. God wants to save you. 
Ezekiel 33:11 (857),"Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD. I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?" 
Thank God, we can look forward with great joy to spending a sinless eternity with Him. What a God of love! 

You see friends the punishment is eternal, not the punishing.

Some have wondered how the doctrine of the immortality of the soul  and the doctrine of the eternal torment of the wicked ever became a part of the Christian Church--especially in view of all that the Bible teaches concerning the sleep of the dead, and the utter destruction of the wicked. 
Again. let it be repeated that the testimony of Scripture is clear, convincing, and complete. 

It all goes back to the garden of Eden and the very first lie recorded in the Bible.

Let’s read it together  Gen 3:1

Gen 3:1  Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?  2And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 3But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 
Thus, the testimony of Scripture is clear as to whom the originator of this doctrine of man's immortality is. It is none other than that great deceiver, the devil himself. This alone should make us very cautious about accepting a doctrine originated by the deceiver. 
Now I want to take just a few minutes and cover a few more texts that some have misunderstood

Let’s begin with Rev 20:10

(SLIDE) – Rev 20:10
Revelation 20:10
10And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

How do we reconcile this verse with the dozens of others that we have already read?  But to refresh your memory, lets read just one…

(SLIDE) – Ez 28:18
Ezekiel 28:18-19, "Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more." 
There has to be a way to reconcile these and it is really quite simple.  

(SLIDE) - Forever
FOREVER in the Bible is a period of time, limited or unlimited, depending upon what is being described. 
The word FOREVER in the Bible is like the word TALL. TaII has different meanings depending on what is being described, such as a dog, or house, or a mountain. 
Let me shock you…

The word FOREVER is used 56 times in the Old Testament in connection with things already ended. 
In the case of man, the Bible teaches that FOREVER means MAN`S LIFETIME or AS LONG AS A MAN LIVES. 
Notice how this word forever is used in Exodus 21.

(SLIDE), (SLIDE), (SLIDE)
WHAT ABOUT UNQUENCHABLE FIRE 
Luke 3:17 (1013)
Luke 3:17 (1013)
17Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.

What does the Bible mean when it uses the term unquenchable fire?

(SLIDE) Jere 17:27
Jeremiah 17:27

27But if ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the sabbath day, and not to bear a burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath day; then will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched. 

(SLIDE) 2 Chron 36
Second Chronicles 36:19, 21
Vs 19 And they burnt the house of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof. 

Vs 21 To fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years. 
Jerusalem was destroyed with unquenchable fire, but let me ask you, is Jerusalem still burning today?

Unquenchable fire cannot be PUT out, but it GOES out when everything is burned up. 
WHAT ABOUT EVERLASTING OR ETERNAL FIRE

Matthew 25:41 (978)
Matthew 25:41 (978)
Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

To help us understand this, let’s look at this text

Jude 7 
7Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.  

2 Peter 2:6 (1208)
2 Peter 2:6 (1208)
6And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; 

So eternal or everlasting fire turns things into ashes and then goes out. It is everlasting in its EFFECT and not its DURATION. 

Friends, the Bible is clear.  The fire will do its work, and then it will go out.

And then God is going to do something spectacular.  
(SLIDE) - Heaven
2 Peter 3:13

13Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
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