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The subject this evening is a very important one, because it seeks to reestablish the truth of the Bible.

One of the greatest problems today is that people just sit and listen to preachers and swallow everything they say, without testing it to see if it's truth. 

When it comes to matters of faith, and your eternal destiny, you need to realize you cannot rely upon anyone. You are the one that will be accountable.

The Bible warns us of this….

(SLIDE)1 Thessalonians 5:16. 
16Rejoice evermore. 17Pray without ceasing. 18In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 19Quench not the Spirit. 20Despise not prophesyings. 21Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

Why is this important?  
Because the Bible predicts the very thing that is happening today.

2 Timothy 4:2 
"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables." 

They shall turn from truth. 
The greatest enemy of the Christian church is not the atheist, or the out-right sinner - it's the hypocrite who prays and sings and yet will not do the will of God or follow the Word of God. 

It is this situation that has caused the Christian church to look so weak in the world. 
Today people will laugh at Christianity. Our young people are disgusted, the reason being, they hear a lot of religion, but don't see it demonstrated. 

To preachers, God says to preach the WORD. It 's not easy! Everyone loves a preacher who says "it's all right to continue in your sin." God understands your sin.  

You see, many people want God, but they want God to fit into their life.  Instead the Bible teaches that we are to fit into His life.

But the Bible says woe to the preacher who compromises truth to please people! 

We're not to bring God's standard down to fit our lives. The standard of God remains high! The Bible does not need changing - PEOPLE DO! 

I want us to look at a text that is very sobering…

Let's turn to Matthew 7:21-23 (953)
Matthew 7:21 (953) "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity." 

What kind of people are we talking about.

Believers, people who wanted to be saved, people who thought they were saved.

You see, a lot of religious people are going to be lost. 
Why? Why are they going to be lost?

They did not do the will of God the Father. 
These are believers, they just weren’t obeyers.

They went to church every week. They prayed, preached, and did a lot of good things.
In fact, they might not have been doing anything wrong, they just refused to do what was right. They did not do "the will of the Father" and therefore were lost. 
(SLIDE)
So probably the most important question we could ask tonight is; What is the will of God? 

Let’s look at a couple of texts

In Psalm 40:8 (600) David gives us the answer, "I delight to do your will, your law is in my heart," 
This verse says that God's will is His law. 

In the New Testament Paul said the same.  Romans 2:18

Romans 2:18,(1118) "And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being instructed out of the law." 

God's will is being instructed out of the law. God's law is His will. 

Now I want to put up a text that may startle you…

(SLIDE) Hosea 4:1-2, 
"Hear the word of the Lord, ye children of Israel: for the Lord hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood." 

God has a problem with us. Why? 
(SLIDE) Verse 6, 
"My people are destroyed for LACK OF KNOWLEDGE: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing THOU HAST FORGOTTEN THE LAW OF THY GOD, I will also forget thy children." 

Because we have forgotten the law of God!

I would suggest that the reason for all the prevailing corruption in Christian America today is because we have forgotten God's law, and are no longer doing the will of the Father. 

Now all governments have law. It's the will of government that you obey the laws. 
All societies have laws.  It is the will of each society that you obey the laws.

Why?  Because without law you have anarchy.

So God gives law also, that there will be harmony among His people.   

(SLIDE) – Ten Commandments
In fact, that is exactly what God wants; harmony.  Harmony with you and God and You and everyone else.

First four commandment—

Last six---

When we think of the law of God, we discover it is the only part of Scripture God did not trust man to write!

In fact the Bible says it  Exodus 31:18 (96)
Exodus 31:18,(96) "And he gave unto Moses, when he had made an end of communing with him upon mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of God." 

That ought to make it important. 
Now friends, the Devil HATES God's law, and since he first broke it, it has been his work to destroy God's law and today he has almost done that. 
In the early 1900s every home, every courthouse, every school and church, regardless of its name, had within it a picture of the Ten Commandments. These principles were taught to our children and all society, but not any more. 

It reminds me of the story where the husband is sitting in his lazyboy and watching a documentary about the Israel and the Holy Land.  He gets so caught up in the program, he calls for his wife to come in and announces, “Wouldn’t it be great to go to the Holy Land—to stand on Mount Sinai and shout out the 10 Commandments”.  She wasn’t very impressed…so she replied…”why we don’t just stay home and start keeping them”. 

And yet beloved…even Christian people are saying, "The law is not binding"  or, "The law was nailed to the cross, "  

Most Christians and even preachers and pastors are saying the law has been done away with.

In this message we want to know what God says, and understand what He means when He says most people will be lost because they DID NOT DO HIS WILL. 

It may surprise you to know God's law has always existed, even before He wrote it on stone at Mt. Sinai, 
How do we know that?  

(SLIDE) Genesis 26:5, 
"Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws." 
Abraham, kept God's law long before Moses and Israel.

And of course there was Lucifer himself. 
He broke at least three commandments: 

(1). The first commandment, because he wanted to be like God. 
(2). The ninth commandment, because he lied to the angels. 
(3). The tenth commandment, because he coveted God's throne. 
Now let me ask you a question; If Lucifer was put out of heaven for breaking the law, do you really think you’re gonna get in breaking it?

Let's take a minute and see what the Bible says about this law…

(SLIDE) Psalm 119:142
Psalm 119:142, "Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the TRUTH." 
(SLIDE)
The law is the truth.  Now if the law is the truth, why would God want to do away with the truth? 
(SLIDE) Psalm 119:172
Psalm 119 Verse 172, "My tongue shall speak of thy word: for all thy commandments are righteousness." 
(SLIDE)
The law is righteousness. 

Let’s see what the New Testament says…

Romans 7:12 (1122)
Romans 7:12, "Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good." 
Paul says the law is holy, just, (fair) and good! 
Very few things in the Bible are called holy. 

God is holy, so is His law, and we ought to be careful how we treat holy things! 
In fact the Law and God are very similar.   Look at this slide that shows the similarities.

(SLIDE) – GOD VS LAW
Alright, in this seminar we have always tried to see what Jesus says about the subject we are studying…

You want to see what Jesus says about the Law?  Matthew 5:17 (950)
Matthew 5:17-19 (950), "Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break ONE of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven." 

"Till heaven and earth pass."
The next time you either hear or are tempted to think the law has been done away with, I want you to do something for me--stomp your foot on the ground. If the earth is still there, so is the law! 

(SLIDE) – Psalm 111:7
Listen to Psalm 111:7-8, "The works of his hands are verily and judgment; all his commandments are sure, THEY STAND FAST FOR EVER AND EVER, and are done in truth and uprightness." 
God's law is forever and ever! 

Let me approach it this way?  How many of you believe that we have sin in our world today? 
If you answer that question with YES, then the law has not been done away with.

I’ll prove it to you…  

(SLIDE) – Transgression of the law
1 John 3:4, "Whosoever committed sin transgresseth also the law: for SIN IS THE TRANSGRESSION OF THE LAW." 
Sin is the transgression of the law! If there is no law, there is no transgression! 
(SLIDE) – Romans 4:15
Romans 4:15, "Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression." 
That is why I believe the devil is trying so hard to do away with the law of God.  You see, If you do away with the law, then you do away with sin.  

So the very fact that we have sin tells us there must be law. So it's impossible and irrational to even suggest God's law could be done away with! 
So the next thing we need to know then, what is the purpose of the law? 
Romans 3:20 (1119)
Romans 3:20 (1119), "Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin." 
That's the purpose of the law. It cannot justify or save you. If you could be justified by obeying the law, you would not need Jesus. 
The law cannot save you! That is not its purpose. What is it for? It gives the knowledge of sin. The law simply tells you what you should and should not do. It's like a red light. The red light won't stop your car, but it tells you, you ought to stop! 
What other purpose does the law serve? 
Turn to James 1:23 (1201)
James 1:23-25 (1201), "For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass (mirror): For he beholded himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed." 

The law is like a mirror. 
God says take my law like a mirror, look in it. If you have dirt or sin, the mirror reveals it! 
Now, can the mirror clean up my dirt? No. 

The purpose of the mirror is to make me aware that I have dirt and need to wash it away. 
If I want to get clean, I need cleansing from Jesus! Really the mirror does me a favor! So I get cleansed by the blood of Christ, and I come back to the same mirror. The same mirror now says, "Your face is clean!" 

Let's make it practical. Here's a man who is cheating on his wife. He looks in the mirror, it says, "Thou shalt not commit adultery." It tells him he's got dirt in his life. What does he do then? He goes to Jesus, he is cleansed, forgiven, and justified. When he comes back and looks in the mirror or law it says, "You are clean!" 

Romans 8:1 that is how Paul can say… "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 
That's the purpose of the law. 

Alright, so here is the next question…If we are not saved by the law, then why should we keep it?

John 14:15 (1068) 
John 14:15, 16, 21, 
"If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 

Vs 21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him." 

Jesus says, "Do you love me? Then keep my commandments!" 

The 10 commandments are simply a test of love. 
Do we love God, or sin? 
John said the same thing in 1 John 5:2-3, 
(SLIDE) 1 John 5:2-3, 
"By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous." 

Love is keeping the commandments, they're not hard! 
The next time a preacher tells you the law is done away with, just go to his church and steal his offering that day and see if the law is really done away with.
Now a very solemn text. 
(SLIDE) 1 John 2:3, 4,
 "And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him." 

If people say they know God and don't keep His commandments they are liars and do not have the truth! 

Some people say, "All you have to do is believe." 
James 2:19 answers this. "Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble." 
The devil believes too! True belief has within it the seed of action. If you believe you will do something about it.
You know, the very last book in the Bible tells us how to identify God’s people…  Rev 14:12 (1228)
Revelation 14:12,(1228)  "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus." 

God has just destroyed the wicked. (Verses 9-11), and who is left? Commandments keepers! 

Let's read on in Revelation 22:14, "Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city." 
Commandments keepers are the ones going into the holy city. 

Now that we have the broad picture, I'm sure you're wondering, "Why is there so little of the ten commandments being taught today? 
Why are the ten commandments said to be done away with?" 

The Bible gives us the answer in Daniel 7:25

You remember this the prophecy about the Beast power in Daniel 7:25, (SLIDE)
"And he shall speak great words against the most High,
(SLIDE)
 and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and THINK TO CHANGE TIMES AND LAWS: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time." 
Here is the real issue. The two sides warring for the control of your will.  On one side is Antichrist - the other Jesus Christ. 
Antichrist has changed and done away with God's laws, and our world is filled with its results: war, crime & immorality.

Most of the world is following the Antichrist. Jesus Christ stands on the other side, inviting us, "If you love me keep my commandments." 
Love for Christ makes commandment keeping a joy! And as we conform to this standard, we become more like the One it reflects - Jesus Christ. 
(SLIDE)
Solomon the wise man summed it all up in Ecclesiastes 12:13, "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his COMMANDMENTS: for this is the whole duty of man." 

All of this seems so clear, then, what is the problem?

Well, I want to take a minute and try to confuse you. How many of you have heard that the 10 Commandments have been done away with, and we are living under a new covenant, or not under the law? 

Let's read the three main verses that are used to do away with the law of God. Besides these, we will read four verses which establish God's law. 
These will help us understand why some people teach that we do not have to keep the law. 

	LAW ESTABLISHED 
	LAW DONE AWAY WITH 

	(SLIDE) 

James 2:10-12, "For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law. So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty." 
	(SLIDE)
Colossians 2:14-16, "Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it. Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:" 

	to some that seems to contradict:
	Here's another:

	(SLIDE)
Matthew 5:17-19, "Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven." 
	(SLIDE)
Eph 2:15, "Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;." 


Humm that Bible SEEMS to be saying two different things doesn’t it?

Let's read another one.
	
	

	
	Let's look at one more.

	(SLIDE) 

1 John 2:3, 4, "And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 1 John 2:4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him." 
	(SLIDE)
Rom 6:14, "For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace." 


So how in the world do with reconcile all these verses?

Friends, there is a simple answer. The Bible speaks of two laws
(SLIDE)
God's law of ten commandments, and Mose's law, or the "law of ordinances." 
(SLIDE), (SLIDE)
Here is a simple comparison of these two laws. Understanding this simple truth makes this subject very clear. 

(SLIDE) Comparison
Let's see both of them individually. First God's law. 
(SLIDE),(SLIDE),(SLIDE) 
Ex 31:18, 
Read from screen.

This was the ten-commandment law of Exodus 20, and this law, written on stone, was placed inside the ark of the covenant. 
(SLIDE) Deu 10:1-2,
"At that time the LORD said unto me, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first, and come up unto me into the mount, and make thee an ark of wood. And I will write on the tables the words that were in the first tables which thou brakest, and thou shalt put them in the ark." 
Now secondly, Mose's law was written by Moses in a book! 
(SLIDE) Deu 31:9, 24-26, 
"And Moses wrote this law, and delivered it unto the priests the sons of Levi, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and unto all the elders of Israel. 

Vs 24  And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law in a book, until they were finished, That Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, saying, Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee." 

Mose's law was written with Moses' handwriting, then placed in the side of the ark - it was against the people, and it was called the "book of the law." 

Does this begin to make sense?  Sure.

Now Mose's law can be read for the most part in Leviticus 23. 
It dealt with ceremonies, sacrifices, feast days, ceremonial sabbath days, and meat and drink offerings. All these things pointed forward to Jesus' coming. Christ was the substance of all that Moses' law pointed forward to. 
In other words, Moses' law and all its requirements was to lead the people to look forward to the coming of the promised Messiah who would be the ultimate fulfillment of it. 
Moses law had to do with the sanctuary and its services. You remember it was the sanctuary and its services that pointed forward to Jesus.

(SLIDE) - Veil
But what happened when Jesus died on the cross?  It ended.   The sanctuary service was finished.  

With this background, we are prepared to re-examine a couple of these earlier texts that were in question 
(SLIDE) - Comparison
(SLIDE) Col 2:14  

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

Clearly the "handwriting of ordinances, that was against us" was Moses' law. The meat and drink, and sabbath days were those referred to in Mose's law. 
(SLIDE) Eph 2:15
Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 

The same goes for Ephesians 2:15 and the law of "ordinances".
As long as one keeps the two laws separate, there is no confusion. 
God's ten-commandments law is eternal. 
Moses' law was temporary, and Jesus fulfilled it and thus it was done away with. 
In Moses law there was the Day of Atonement, the feast of tabernacles. there was circumcision. There was the feast of unleaven bread, peace offerings, burnt offerings, and the jubilee. Christ fulfilled all of these. They were all part of Mose's law. And one can easily see the difference between God's ten-commandment law and Mose's law. 
You see, we can no more do away with God's ten-commandment law than we can do away with God Himself. 

We read a verse earlier that said the law was perfect.  It something is perfect can you change it and it still be perfect.

God's ten-commandment law is a transcript of His character. 
Alright, now that, that is clear, let’s go on.

So what does it mean when the Bible says we are not under the law, but under grace?

Let’s look at Romans 6:14 (1122)
Rom 6:14, "For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace." 
But does this mean that we don’t keep the law? 

Paul, realizing people might think that quickly added verse 15, 
What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid." 
What does it mean "not under the law, but under grace?" 

Example of being pulled over for speeding

If I receive grace, does that mean I get to go 100mph?

I’m even MORE obligated to go the speed limit.

One of my favorite passages is 1 John 5:2-3 (1214)
1 John 5:2-3, "By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous. 

Now a lot of people who don’t want to leave and forsake their sin, usually say at this point, all that law stuff is the old covenant, we are under the new covenant.

Well, let’s see what the Bible says about that…

Heb 10:15-16 (1196), 
Heb 10:15-16 (1196), "Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before, This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them."

The new covenant is not doing away with the law of God, it is writing the law of God upon our hearts.

When His law is in our hearts, it will be natural for us to obey it because we love Him! 
Wherever you go in the Bible, God's law of Ten Commandments is upheld. 

Let me read a few more verses to you….

1 John 2:3-4, "And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him." 

James 2:10-12, "For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law. So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty. 

Rev 12:17, "And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." 

Rev 14:12, "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus." 

Oh friends, God's law is a wonderful blessing. The more you come into harmony with it, the happier you will be. 

In the fight of the century, when man is trying to do away with God's law, the Beast and those that follow him stand on one side. 
On the other side stands God's truth-filled, commandment-keeping saints, and in one blow the Beast and his followers are defeated. 

(SLIDE) - Jesus
Today which side will you be on? Jesus said, "If you love me, keep my commandments."
Devils Deception Part 1
                                                                Page   1 of   21








