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In an earlier session together we studied the great prophecy of Daniel Ch 2 that accurately predicted world history from Babylon right down to our day and even the coming of Jesus.

There is probably no other subject that has created more hype, more misinformation and more wild speculation than the topic we are covering toin this session.

Today, I want us to see what the Bible says about the greatest prophecy yet to be fulfilled in human history—the second coming of Jesus.

I want to ask you to do something for me.  Would you be willing to put aside all preconceived ideas about this topic?

I want us to study the Bible together and allow the HS to lead us in our study.

Pray---

I want to start with a warning.  

(SLIDE) - Devil

The devil’s greatest weapon is deception.  And Jesus specifically warned us about the devil’s attempt to deceive us about this very subject!

Matt 24:3 (975) And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 

(SLIDE) –Deceive Quote 1

4And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 5For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 

(SLIDE) –Deceive Quote 2

Vs 11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.
(SLIDE) –Deceive Quote 3

Vs 24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 

(SLIDE) –Deceive Quote 4

Friends. I want you to understand something here…

The very word of God says you and I need to be extra careful when we study this subject.  

Why?  Because the devil will try to deceive us about this very subject.

(SLIDE) –Mary and Jesus

Let's begin by thinking back to the first coming of Jesus, when He came as a babe in Bethlehem to die for our sins. We see that all the religious people in Jesus' day had the Old Testament of the Bible just as we do today. 

We also see in the Old Testament many verses that told people exactly how Jesus would come, 
when he would come, 
and in what manner He would come. 

And yet, the vast majority of religious people missed His first coming! 

If you are like me, the question that begs to be asked is:
How could that possibly happen?  
There are two reasons: 

1. Few were reading the Scriptures and seeking the truth for them selves. Most people relied on the religious teachers and leaders to guide them. 
Friends, that is exactly what is happening in the world today.  
2. The religious leaders had created a teaching about the first coming of Jesus that was wrong. It sounded good…but it wasn’t want the Bible really taught.  
They even took a couple of scriptures to try to support it.  How did this happen—they pulled a few texts out of context, and at the same time, they ignored many others. 

My friend, the hallmark of a false teaching is the use of one or two verses to support a teaching in the Bible. 
If we are looking for rock solid Bible truth we need several Bible verses.  

We begin in the OT.  We see what Moses and the other prophets said.  
Then we go to the NT and see if Jesus had anything to say about it. Then we look at the disciples and Paul and we line them up and then we see the Bible points to the truth. 

This false teaching was very pleasing to them, but it wasn’t scriptural.  By teaching something that appealed to the people, they deceived millions. 

Very few religious people were ready for the first coming of Jesus, and hence many people never recognized the Messiah.

We can learn much from this, for history often repeats itself. 

Jesus also realized this. This is why in Matthew 24: 4 when the disciples asked Him about the signs of His coming and the end of the world Jesus' first words were: "Take heed that no man deceive you." That's good counsel! Let's allow the Bible to speak so we can find the truth. 

We can be sure of one thing. If he tried so successfully to deceive people about Christ's first coming, you can be sure he will try even harder to deceive people about Christ's second coming. 

Jesus foresaw this and in love revealed the two deceptions that would be most prominent regarding His second coming. 

(SLIDE) –Two Deceptions

Matthew 24: 24-26, (976) "For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold I have told you before. Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold he is in the SECRET chambers; believe it not," 
(SLIDE) –First Deception

Notice the first deception, "He is in the desert." Christ is here, one can go out to see Him. Today with all the false Christs, and the New Age we hear this constantly. 
Jim Jones, David Koresh and countless others all claiming to be the Messiah.  Jesus says don’t be deceived.
(SLIDE) –Second Deception

The second deception is more subtle. What does the verse say… "He is in the secret chambers." When it comes to this important truth, and people speak of Jesus coming in the "secret chambers," the Bible says don't believe it! 

But amazingly this "secret" coming of Jesus is a very popular teaching today, even in Christian churches. 

Friends, I’m going to tell you right now…there is nothing secret about the second coming of Christ.  I’ll prove it to you in just a minute.

So how can we not be deceived? 

(SLIDE- Five Facts
The Bible gives five crystal clear facts of how Jesus will come. With these five biblical facts, no one ever needs to be deceived. 

I want to share those with you tonight.

(SLIDE)

FACT 1. IT WILL BE LITERAL! 

Let’s get some verses on this…

(SLIDE) Matthew 16:27 (966), "For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done."

(SLIDE) Matthew 24:44 (977), "So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him."

(SLIDE) Philippians 3:20 (1170), "But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ."

(SLIDE) Titus 2:13 (1187), "While we wait for the blessed hope - the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ."

(SLIDE) Hebrews 9:28 (1195) states, "So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him."

(SLIDE) 1 John 2:28 (1212), "And now, dear children, continue in Him, so that when He appears we may be confident and unashamed before Him at His coming."

Can there be any doubt, the Bible tells of a LITERAL return of Christ?

But above all these, the clearest one on the subject is…Acts 1:9
Acts 1: 9-11 (1078), "And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven." 

There are five words to notice here: 

1. Beheld 2. Sight 3. Looked 4. Gazing 5. Seen. 

These all indicate a literal scene. And the angel said, "as He left, so He will return." 

The Bible tells us very clearly, that Jesus will return “in like manner” as He left.

(SLIDE)

FACT 2. IT WILL BE VISIBLE! 

Let’s get a text…Rev 1:7 (1218)
Revelation 1:7 (1218) "Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen." 

Now if it says that every eye on earth will see Him; what does that mean?  It means that both the wicked and the righteous will see him. 

Let’s get another one…Matt 24:30 (976)
Matthew 24:30 (976), "And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory." 

This is something Satan can never counterfeit. 

The Bible says in 2 Cor 11:14 that Satan will transform himself into an angel of light. But he cannot duplicate the second coming.

(SLIDE)  FACT 3. IT WILL BE AUDIBLE! 

Look at the next verse…

Matthew 24: 31, "And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other." 

The trumpet will sound! And it's going to sound so loud it will even penetrate the graves! 

 (SLIDE) (SLIDE) (SLIDE) (SLIDE)

1 Thessalonians 4: 16-17 (1176), "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." 

What a wonderful day as Christ comes and we are caught up (raptured) to meet Him, to be re-united with our loved ones and forever live in the mansions and glories of paradise He has prepared. 

Now, some of you might be saying at this point, 

Bill, I see what the Bible says, but that isn’t what I have been taught.

--I’ve been taught when the Lord comes we are going to be raptured secretly away.

--I’ve been taught when the Lord comes the wicked will not know what has happened.

--I’ve read some books from the Left Behind series or watched a movie that teach something very different from what I see the Bible saying tonight.

Do you remember Jesus warning; Let no man deceived you.

Let's take a moment here to address Jesus' warnings. 

What did He say?  If they say "He is in the secret chambers"? 

Today, this false theory is growing. The "secret" rapture of God's people is being taught in just about every church and every circle. It has been taught for so long, by so many, that it is just accepted.

In the last two Bible passages we have just read about the rapture. It takes place as "all the tribes mourn," as they "see Him come in the clouds," with "power and great glory," the angels are "blowing trumpets," the Lord "shouts," the "voice of the archangel" is heard, and the resurrection takes place as God's people are raptured and taken to heaven. DOES THAT SOUND SECRET? ABSOLUTELY NOT! 

The secret rapture theory is a most dangerous teaching for it lulls people into a false security.
It is an exact parallel to the false teachings about Jesus' first coming which deceived millions of people. It sounded pleasing, but was not biblical. 
Friends, history is repeating itself right before our very eyes.  

(SLIDE) Four Errors 
I want to take a minute and review the false teaching of the SECRET RAPTURE. It follows these four basic errors.

(SLIDE) First Error 
1. Jesus will come secretly and rapture only the saints. 

(SLIDE) Second Error 
2. Following the rapture will come seven years of tribulation in which all who missed the secret rapture will have a second chance to "get right with God."  
By the way, do you know where that 7 year period comes from—it will shock you—it will literally blow you away—we will cover that in a few days.

(SLIDE) Third Error 
3. In the middle of this seven-year tribulation, the AntiChrist is to appear. 

(SLIDE) Four Error 
4. After seven years Jesus will come again and end all things. 

I’ve got to be honest with you; none of this is taught in the Bible. It is contrived from a few texts taken out of context, while ignoring many others.   
Repeat after me—a text, without context, is no text.

One of the problems is that more people read books about the second coming than THE book about the second coming. 

They are reading all these things about prophecy rather than reading the prophecies for themselves from the Bible. 

So where did this theory come from—would it surprise you to learn that it came from antichrist.  I will cover more of that tomorrow evening and the next night when we talk about the antichrist.

The secret rapture is based on two verses in the Bible.  Anytime you hear someone teaching the secret rapture it is ALWAYS based on one of these two scriptures.  

They ignore all the other scriptures that we covered tonight some 20 or 30, and hang everything on these two.

The first is “the Lord will come as a thief in the night.” 

How many have ever heard that verse?  How many have ever read it?  How many of you know for sure that its in the Bible?
Well, it is…but the text is always only half quoted and twisted to make one believe Jesus is coming secretly. 
Let's read the whole text and context. 

The text is 2 Pet 3:3 (1210)
Second Peter 3:3, 4,10, (1210)"Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation, 

VS 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night;<PAUSE>  in the which the heaven shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up." 

Obviously a thief in the night does not mean "secretly" for there is "a great noise," the "heavens pass away," and the "earth is burned up!" 

Let me ask you…does this text say that the rapture is secret?

Does this mean that life will continue on as normal for those who are not ready?

Now one can see why secret rapture teachers never read the entire text! The point here is the Lord will come when people who are scoffing least expect it! 

The second text quoted is always 

"One shall be taken the other left."   
How many have heard that one before?

Let’s look at it together, shall we?  Luke 17:24 (1036)
Luke 17:24 (1036) For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven; so shall also the Son of man be in his day. 25But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this generation. 26And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. 27They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all. 

28Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; 29But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. 30Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed. 

31In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back. 32Remember Lot’s wife. 33Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it. 34I tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left. 35Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 36Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  37And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said unto them, Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together. 

Again these verses are taken out of context to try to support a secret coming of Jesus. A simple look at the verses make it clear that a secret coming is not even under discussion! 
The Bible is simply saying, when Jesus comes some are taken, others are left. 

Look at the context. God draws a parallel between Noah's day and the second coming.  Some were saved others were destroyed.
God draws a parallel between Lots day and the second coming.  Some were saved, others destroyed.

Let me ask you a question…will there be a second chance for those who are not ready for the second coming?  Absolutely not.
Let's get another text,  Rev 22:11 (1235)
Revelation 22: 11-12 (1235), "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still, And behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be." 

Every case is decided when Jesus comes. 

Here’s another one

Matthew 24:14 (976) 14And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.

What is it that Jesus is waiting for? For everyone to decide and then what? The end shall come.

Why in the world would Jesus be waiting until everyone has heard the gospel if there is going to be a second chance?

Another false teaching of the secret rapture is that the Antichrist will rise to power AFTER the rapture.

Paul clearly tells us the second coming of Jesus and rapture would not take place until Antichrist, and the man of sin had accomplished his work. 

2 Thess 2:1 (1177)
Second Thessalonians 2:1 (1177), "Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him." 

Here Paul clearly identifies the second coming and rapture. 

Now notice verses 3-4, "Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God." 

Paul clearly says that day (second coming and rapture) will not take place till this man of sin is revealed. And then in verse 7 Paul says this power is already working. 

We are going to talk more about the Beast in our next presentation together. 

You see, the danger of the secret rapture is incredible. 

For people are holding onto a false hope. 

1. I don't have to worry about the tribulation, I won't be here. 

You want another text for this…

Matt 24:29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 30And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

2. In case I miss the secret rapture I still have seven years to make it to heaven. 

--The bible says as it was in the days of Noah, did they have a second chance?

--The bible says as it was in the days of Lot, did they have a second chance?

3. I don't have to worry about worshipping or following the Antichrist Beast because I won't be here. 

Following this false security millions of people are being led astray just as in Christ’s day. Let's follow the truth what do you say!

As I said, this false teaching emanated from the antichrist kingdom.   Isn’t that just like the devil? You don’t have to worry about me, you won’t even be here.

I run into people all the time that don’t believe they even need to know about antichrist.  The book of Rev was written to believers.  It is there that God warns us about worshipping the beast.  You better believe it affects you.

We have found out the second coming will be literal, visible, and audible. Let's get the next fact. 

(SLIDE) FACT 4. IT WILL BE A GLORIOUS EVENT! 

Psalm 50: 3 (605), "Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about him." 

Indeed this will be a glorious event.  Let read another verse… Matthew 24:30 (976)
Matthew 24:30 (976) And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

OK, what are these clouds?  I’ll quickly give you two verses…

Psalms 104:3  3Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters: who maketh the clouds his chariot: who walketh upon the wings of the wind: 

Psalms 68:17  The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place. 

Compare that with Matthew 16:27, "For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works." 

The Bible says in Matt 28:2-4 that the glory of single angel caused the entire Roman guard to fall as dead men.

Now according to Rev 5:11 there are at lease 100 million angels. Multiple the glory of that one angel times 100 million.  Then add the glory of Jesus AND the glory of the father.

He will come and not keep silent, but will come in the glory of the Father with all the angels - certainly not secretly. 

It will be GLORIOUS!

(SLIDE)

FACT 5. IT WILL BE A CLIMACTIC EVENT! 

Matthew 24: 27, "For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be." 

(SLIDE) - Movie

As lightning from East to West! The second coming will be the most wonderful event of all time! Families will be reunited, no more death, or sorrow, or pain. No more sin or temptation. Praise God!  Are you ready!

(SLIDE)
So let’s quickly recap.

(SLIDE)  (SLIDE)  (SLIDE)  (SLIDE)  (SLIDE)
There will be only two groups the day Christ comes. Those that are unjust, and filthy, and those that are righteous, and holy (Revelation 22: 11). 

The anguished of the first group is portrayed in Revelation 6: 14-17(1222) 
Rev 6:14 (1222) "And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?" 
Oh let's not be in that group! They are afraid when Jesus comes because they never made the decision to follow Him or His Word. 

(SLIDE)

However there is another group who is ready. Their joy and anticipation of Jesus' coming is found in Isaiah 25: 9 (713), 

Isaiah 25: 9 (713),  "And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the Lord; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation." What a testimony! 

(SLIDE)

As we are caught up to meet the Lord in the air, we begin our journey back to heaven. In John 14: 1-3, Jesus promised each a mansion that He has prepared. Our minds cannot even begin to comprehend the beauty and glory of our heavenly home. 

My friends, heaven is beyond comprehension. Try to imagine a place where there is no hatred or stealing; a place where you will never be tired or sick. No more loneliness or fear, all war will cease forever. Sin in all its ugly forms is gone. 

God makes some wonderful promises to us. 

The Lord himself will live with us (Revelation 21:3). 

There will be pleasure and joy forever (Psalms 16:11). 

All will be physically whole, the deaf will hear, the blind will see, the dumb will speak and the lame will run (Isaiah 35: 5-6; Philippians 3:21). 

Words cannot describe the glories of heaven, As Jesus said, "Lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh." Luke 21:28. 

Closing Prayer

Tomorrow Night
The Antichrist Beast, Part 1
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