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Let’s open our Bibles, as we did last night, to Revelation 14.

For those of you that new tonight, I am going to very quickly cover tonight, what took about an hour last night. So if everything isn’t real clear to you tonight, I encourage you to listen to the tape of last night’s message.

Last night we began by reading Rev 14:9 (1228)
Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 “he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 “And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.”
Now friends this is serious stuff.  The Bible warns against worshipping the beast, his image or receiving his mark.  In fact the Bible says to worship the beast or to receive his mark you will be lost.

Now, if God in his love provides this strong warning, doesn’t it make sense that God would then tell us how to identify the beast?

Sure.  So last night we started reading about the beast in Revelation 13.  Let’s begin again with Rev 13:1-3

(SLIDE) – Beast of Rev 13 
Revelation 13:1-3  (1227) 1 Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name. 2 Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority. 3 And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the beast.
After reading those verses we began to put together some clues to help us identify this beast.

The first thing we noticed was that the beast rises up out of the sea.  Do you remember what water represents in Bible prophecy?  

Rev 17:15 says the water represents multitudes of people, nations and tongues.

Then as we started looking at the beast and noticed the different parts; head of the lion, feet of the bear, body of a leopard and the 10 horns.

So in order to figure out what those things meant, we left Revelation and went to the book of Daniel.  So let’s turn again to Daniel Chapter 7.

You see, when you are studying Revelation and there is something you do not understand, there is a very good chance you will find it in Daniel.  The same is true for Daniel.

Daniel 7 (888)
Daniel 7
So as we turned to Daniel chapter 7, we began to study about a vision that Daniel had that included these same symbols.

(SLIDE) – Beasts of Dan 7

In this vision, Daniel saw four great beasts that rose out of the sea.  

· The first was a lion that we learned represented Babylon

· The second was a beast that we learned represented Media-Persia

· The third was a leopard that we learned represented Greece

· And the fourth, a non-descript beast representing Rome

Then we became very interested in the horns of this fourth beast.  In fact Daniel 7:24 the told us that these 10 horns are 10 kingdoms that shall arise out of the fall of the Roman Empire.

And sure enough we learned last night that indeed when Rome fell in 476AD, it did not fall to a single power, but instead it was divided into 10 separate kingdoms.

And here we see those ten divisions of the Roman Empire…

(SLIDE) - Map

The ALAMANNI (German), 

VISIGOTHS (Spanish), 

FRANKS (French), 

SUEVI (Portuguese), 

BURGUNDIANS (Swiss-Austrian), 

ANGLO SAXONS (English), 

LOMBARDS (Italian) 

and the HERULI, VANDALS, and OSTRO-GOTHS. 

That alone was amazing enough, but then Dan 7:8 added something even more amazing.

Let’s go back and look at Daniel 7:8 (888)
I was considering the horns, and there was another horn, a little one, coming up among them, before whom three of the first horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking pompous words.
We became VERY interested in the little horn, why?  Because this little horn of Daniel 7 is the very same power of the beast of Revelation 13.  We discuss that more in a minute.

So we saw in Daniel 7 that the Bible gave us several identifying points which would help us identify this little horn and thereby the beast.  Here is a list of those points.

(SLIDE) – Review of 10 points

Read Screen

So after we went though all these points, it was obvious who the Bible was talking about.  In fact, there is only one power that fits all these identifying marks and that is the kingdom of papal Rome, or the Holy Roman Empire.

Now it is very important that we make a very clear distinction between this kingdom and the Catholic church.  God is not talking about the catholic church or its people, He is talking about a kingdom or a power.

I want to make that clear, because God makes that clear. The Catholic church has many, many wonderful loving, dedicated Christians, and God is not talking about them.  As long as we keep that in mind, everyone should be comfortable.

So now I want to take it a step further.  I want to go back to Revelation 13 and I want you to see the similarities between this beast and the little horn of Dan 7.

Rev 13 (1227)
(SLIDE) – Beast of Rev 13 (1227)
Rev 13:1  1 Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name. 2 Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority. 3 And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the beast. 4 So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?” 5 And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for forty-two months. 6 Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. 7 It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation. 8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 10 He who leads into captivity shall go into captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.
Verse 16  16 He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, 17 and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666.
Do you catch the similarities?  Let’s put them up on the screen.

(SLIDE) – Comparison of Dan 7 and Rev 13

Read Screen….

As we continue, we need to ask an important question—

Where did the beast get all its power to rule the world and its authority?

(SLIDE) – Rev 13:2

The answer is found in Rev 13:2  We just read it, but lets read it again.

2 Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority.
Wow, now that is interesting.  God said it is the dragon that gave this beast its power, its seat and great authority.

So the next obvious question is…who is the dragon?  The answer may in fact shock you and it is found in the previous chapter, Rev 12.

Rev 12:7   7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, 8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 
The dragon is none other than the Devil and Satan himself! Is God saying that it is the devil and Satan that is behind the beast power of Rev 13? How can this be? 

Let's get a bigger picture. Notice again with me Verse 9, 9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 
Folks, that one statement may very well be the most important thing you can learn in this seminar.  What does the devil do?  How is it that Satan works?  He works by deception.  That is his one tool by which he works. He wants to deceive you. He wants to deceive me.  In fact, he wants to deceive everyone.  
In fact, this verse says the devil and Satan which deceived the whole world. Let me ask you a question…has there ever been a time when the devil has in fact, deceived the entire world?  Yes, in the garden of Eden.

The Bible says there was war in heaven. How did this war happen? Let me give you a little history. 

(SLIDE) – Lucifer

The Bible says that God created Lucifer as the highest of all angels, next to the throne of God.  

Apparently one day Lucifer was not satisfied with simply being next to the throne of God, We don’t know exactly what happened, but the Bible simply says that sin was found in him. You see he wanted to be God. He desired to be exalted even to the throne of God. 

Isaiah describes it in detail…

(SLIDE) – Is 14:12

2How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations! 13For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north;14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’
So sin and rebellion broke out in heaven. Lucifer spread his rebellion across heaven to many of the other angels.

(SLIDE) – Angels cast out of heaven

It came to the point where there was war in heaven.  As a result, Satan and one third of all the angels were cast out of heaven and down to the earth.

You remember when God created Adam and Eve; he put them in the Garden of Eden. Ant there God also created the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  He told Adam and Eve not to go near it, not to touch it and not to eat it.

It was the devil that deceived Eve into eating of the tree, and then she gave the fruit to her husband.  After having fallen into sin, God then gives the very first prophecy in the entire Bible. Let’s read it together Gen 3:15…

Gen 3:15 (3)
Gen 3:15  (3) "And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.”
(SLIDE) – Seed of Woman/Seed of Satan

Notice the differences. There is Satan, and the woman. Satan will bring forth a seed, so will the woman. Satan's seed will get a death blow. The woman's seed will get a temporary wound. 

Now when God speaks prophetically, a woman always represents the church, or God's faithful people. 

I have likened the daughter of Zion  To a lovely and delicate woman. Jeremiah 6:2

Throughout scripture, Jesus is referred to as the Bridegroom; His church is referred to as His Bride 

So in this prophecy, God is dividing the world up into two sides.  Everyone is on one side or the other. 

(SLIDE) – Cain & Able

These two sides were immediately apparent in the first two children born.

Cain and Abel. Abel obeyed God's word and offered the proper sacrifice, Cain substituted or used a counterfeit of God's word and brought his own sacrifice.

This has always been the trademark of the devil's side, to counterfeit the word of God. 

And let me add this, it usually appeals to human reasoning doesn’t it.  Think about the issue of the sacrifice that Cain and Able made.  Can’t you begin to reason and justify Cain bringing a sacrifice of fruits and vegetables was a whole lot better than killing a little innocent animal.  I mean we are talking about a gory, bloody scene—it seems to make sense, but it was contrary to the will of God.

After Cain murdered his brother Abel, his descendants began to corrupt the earth until there was an estimated two to three billion people on this planet. 

The devil tried hard to deceive all of God's followers, for if he was successful then the prophecy of the "seed of the woman" would never come. He almost succeeded! 

(SLIDE) – Noah

There were only eight people left on earth who were true to God: Noah and his family. So God had to intervene and preserve Noah's family by having them build the ark. After destroying the earth and all its wicked people with a flood, almost immediately, we see the two sides emerge again. 

(SLIDE) – Seed of Satan/Seed of Woman

The wicked began to build the tower of Babel and then the great city of Babylon which we have already studied much about. 

(SLIDE) – Babylon

Here in Babylon, Satan began a new plan for destroying the knowledge of God in the world. He began a new system of worship, revolving around the planetary gods of the sun, moon, and stars. 

Here astrology was born. Idolatry began. The occult, pagan philosophies, and false teachings were all created in Babylon, all for one purpose. To lead the world away from the truth of the Bible and the knowledge of God. 

This system of falsehood began to spread rapidly. The next world ruling kingdom, Medo-Persia, continued its spread, then Greece, and finally Rome ruled the world. 

By this time the devil had been so successful in spreading Babylon's false teachings we find even God's chosen people, the Jews, were greatly influenced by the pagan teachings and practices of Babylon. 

It was then, at earth’s darkest hour that God again intervened. The prophecy of Genesis 3:15 was about to be fulfilled. The seed of the woman was to come. 

Let's see it happen.  Rev 12:1 (1226)
Revelation 12:1-5, (1226)  Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. 2 Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth. 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 4 His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born. 5 She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His throne.
(SLIDE) – Woman/Satan

Let’s see what this is. The dragon is Satan. The woman is the church. Notice though, the dragon has seven heads. What do these seven heads represent? 

Revelation 17:9 (1230), 9 “Here is the mind which has wisdom: The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits. 
These heads represent seven mountains. Can anyone here tell me what place on earth is known as the city of seven hills?  Rome.

So we have Satan (the dragon) working through Rome, to kill the seed of the woman when He is born. 

The seed of the woman is obviously Jesus Christ. And true to the prophecy, a Roman authority named Herod did try to kill Jesus at His birth. However, Jesus was protected; He lived and then died on the cross of Calvary. This was the temporary wound or "bruised heel," for on the third day Jesus rose from the tomb and ascended to heaven. 

Now the tables were turned. Jesus Christ had restored the truth long hidden by Babylon's false teaching. 

Christianity began to spread rapidly and the knowledge of God and His Word was quickly carried to the world. The devil's plan had again been thwarted, and he was angry. He had almost succeeded, but now that the seed of the woman (Jesus Christ) had come, all the devil's efforts had failed. 

He tried to stop God's truth by persecution, force, paganism, and idolatry. It all failed. 

Now what was he to do? It was then that he came up with his greatest strategy of all. "If you can't beat them, JOIN THEM!" Satan then began his MASTER PLAN. 

If he could develop a universal church, based on old Babylon's teachings, and disguise it with the cloak of Christianity, he could lead the whole world astray, all in the name of the Lord! 

Remember the Devil’s strategy—deception.

And thus the devil was forced to bring forth his seed in the next chapter - the beast of Revelation 13. 

(SLIDE) – Two Sides

The seed of the woman was Jesus Christ in chapter 12. 

The seed of the dragon is the Antichrist in chapter 13.

This is why verse 2 says "the dragon gave him his power, seat, and authority." 

(SLIDE) – Beast of Rev 13

Satan craftily combined both pagan and Christian ideas, and came up with a counterfeit system. This is why the beast of Revelation 13 is pictured as being made up of the four beast of Daniel 7, with the body of the leopard, feet of the bear, heads of the lion, and ten horns from the fourth beast. For, when it was formed, it drew part of its doctrines, beliefs, practices and teachings, from these four beasts or pagan kingdoms, not only from the Bible. 

Now we see the big picture. God is simply pointing out the beast power was a vehicle used to bring in the errors of Babylon. During the 1260 years the beast ruled, it spread the same false teachings and practices to all the world, only under the guise of Christianity to be more deceiving. It is this that God warns us about in Revelation. 

Let's get a few examples to illustrate how a teaching from Babylon can walk into our homes and churches and we don't even realize it. We'll select two examples everyone can be comfortable with. 

Every Spring, the entire Christian community celebrates what?  Did you ever wonder how the whole Christian world began to celebrate Easter as the resurrection of Jesus? 

(SLIDE) – Easter Dates

We know it cannot be the day of His resurrection because Easter is seldom on the same DATE. Easter always comes the first Sunday after the first full moon, after the equinox. 

(SLIDE) – Ishtar

Long before Christianity, Babylon had a goddess named "Ishtar," the goddess of reproduction. In the spring she was honored as the giver of all new life. Eggs, a symbol of fertility, were worshipped, and rabbits, prolific reproducers, were also worshipped. That's where we get Easter rabbits and Easter eggs! 

Ishtar's day was always celebrated the first Sunday, after the first full moon, after the equinox. As we progress through history, we come to Rome around 300 A.D. Constantine, the ruler, claimed he had become a Christian. He simply took Ishtar's day and transferred it to honor JESUS CHRIST the giver of life, on EASTER. Papal Rome continued this, and during the time that it ruled the world for the next 1260 years it spread to the whole world.

That's why all Christians celebrate Easter. Now nothing is wrong with a celebration of the Lord's resurrection, this is just one illustration of how a pagan teaching can easily come into the church, and no one even questions it! 

You want one more? What about Christmas on December 25? Do you know where it comes from?—you guessed it Babylon. 

In Babylon the SUN was worshipped as the supreme god. As the year progressed and the days grew shorter the people feared the sun was leaving them. 

On December 22 the shortest day of the year, they began conducting long rituals and sacrifices to the sun god, appealing for it to return for another year. 

On December 25 they could determine the day was getting longer again and on this day they held a great celebration rejoicing in the re-birth of the sun! This was practiced right from Babylon up to Rome. 

Constantine did the same thing here. He substituted the birth of the sun in the sky for the birth of the Son of God - Jesus Christ. 
Papal Rome continued it, spread it to all the world, and that's why many Christians celebrate December 25! 

Again, there's nothing wrong with celebrating the birth of Christ. There are some good things about Christmas and there are some bad things.

Let me say, I don’t get too excited over Easter and Christmas, but it should raise our conscious level to ask the question, "If these things slipped in so easily, could there be other things too? 

Could there be teachings and practices that DO contradict the Word of God? Yes! There is MUCH more than you might EVER imagine! 

God warns the world of it in these words of Revelation 18:2-3 (1231)
Rev 18:2 (1231)  2 And he cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird! 3 “For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich through the abundance of her luxury.
God says the whole world is DRUNK with the wine of Babylon and its false teachings. 

And through this drunken stupor God's Word shines giving the invitation of verse 4, 4 And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues.
Come out of her MY people. That's very beautiful. God says HIS people are in Babylon, and He invites them to come out and worship in spirit and TRUTH. 

Friends, I don’t have time to go into everything tonight, but this issue affects you more that you will ever know.  I will be getting into that more in future subjects.

Well, there is one last mark of identification. Revelation 13:18 (1228), "16 He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, 17 and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666.
Bible prophecy has told us the Antichrist beast has a man at its head. That man is the one who speaks for it - the Pope. The Bible says his number is 666. 

The Latin alphabet is used by the Church and Rome. Roman letters have numerical value. Every person's name also had a number because of the Roman alphabet having numerical value. God is simply telling us it is the number of a man, and his number adds up to 666. 

(SLIDE) – Our Sunday Visitor

In the official Roman Catholic weekly magazine, OUR SUNDAY VISITOR, April 18, 1915, this question was asked in the question and answer column: "What are the letters inscribed in the Pope's crown, and what do they signify if anything." Here's the answer given according to the Catholic magazine itself: "The letters inscribed in the Pope's miter are these: VICARIUS FILII DEI which is the Latin for Vicar of the Son of God." 

(SLIDE) – Vicarious 666

VICARIUS FILII DEI is one of the most exalted titles of the Roman pontiff and is the official name of the Pope. 

So computing the value of the Roman Numerals, we discover an amazing fact: 

Refer to Slide

Now, that in itself is amazing.  But…

His name in Hebrew…(SLIDE) – Hebrew
Also adds up to 666

Now that is amazing….But…

His name in Latin (SLIDE) – Latin
Also add up to 666

Now that is truly amazing.

I know you don’t hear much about this anymore, but did you know 30 years ago, this same message was preached in just about every protestant church in this city.

Listen to these quotes….

Martin Luther (1483-1546) (Lutheran):  Based on prophetic studies, Martin Luther finally declared, "We here are of the conviction that the papacy is the seat of the true and real Antichrist." (Aug. 18, 1520). Taken from The Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers, by LeRoy Froom. Vol. 2., pg. 121. 

  

John Calvin (1509-1564) (Presbyterian): "Some persons think us too severe and censorious when we call the Roman pontiff Antichrist. But those who are of this opinion do not consider that they bring the same charge of presumption against Paul himself, after whom we speak and whose language we adopt... I shall briefly show that (Paul's words in II Thess. 2) are not capable of any other interpretation than that which applies them to the Papacy." Taken from Institutes of the Christian Religion, by John Calvin. 

  

Thomas Cranmer (1489-1556) (Anglican): "Whereof it followeth Rome to be the seat of antichrist, and the pope to be very antichrist himself. I could prove the same by many other scriptures, old writers, and strong reasons." (Referring to prophecies in Revelation and Daniel.) Works by Cranmer, Vol. 1, pp. 6-7. 

  

Roger Williams (1603-1683) (First Baptist Pastor in America): Pastor Williams spoke of the Pope as "the pretended Vicar of Christ on earth, who sits as God over the Temple of God, exalting himself not only above all that is called God, but over the souls and consciences of all his vassals, yea over the Spirit of Christ, over the Holy Spirit, yea, and God himself...speaking against the God of heaven, thinking to change times and laws; but he is the son of perdition (II Thess. 2)." The Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers, by Froom, Vol. 3, pg. 52. 

  

John Wesley (1703-1791) (Methodist): Speaking of the Papacy, John Wesley wrote, "He is in an emphatical sense, the Man of Sin, as he increases all manner of sin above measure. And he is, too, properly styled the Son of Perdition, as he has caused the death of numberless multitudes, both of his opposers and followers... He it is...that exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped...claiming the highest power, and highest honour...claiming the prerogatives which belong to God alone." Antichrist and His Ten Kingdoms, by John Wesley, pg. 110. 

  (SLIDE) – Jesus Christ

As we begin to close tonight, let’s read the same warning from God we read at the beginning

Revelation 14: 9-10 (1228), 9 Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 “he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.
Friends, this is serious stuff.  What did we discover was the devils strategy?  Deception.

We’re not hearing much about the antichrist today instead, what are we hearing?

“You don’t have to be concerned about the Antichrist, because you not even going to be here”. Jesus is going to come and rapture his people and take them to heaven, then the antichrist will rise.

Sounds so sweet, but deadly

We have seen how the whole world can be deceived.  Friends, the only safety we have is the Word of God.

Tonight as we close let us read one more text. 

But the path of the just is like the shining sun, That shines ever brighter unto the perfect day. Proverbs 4:18 (658), 

God wants our path to grow brighter and brighter as we go on. Thank God for truth, and for His mercy. 


                                                                                 Page   1 of   17








