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Our subject this evening, “Countdown to Eternity”. 
Thank you for coming. I believe you are in for the most exciting Bible study adventure of your life!

I want to begin by making you a couple promises.

1.  We are here today to study BIBLE prophecy.  What kind of prophecy did I say?  Bible Prophecy.  And to do that, you need to study the Bible.

That might sound elementary, but folks a lot of what we hear today on TV, from books, and even from pulpits, is not coming from the Bible.

We are not going to talk about what I believe, what you believe, but what the Bible says.  AMEN!

Friends, there is POWER in this book.  It has the power to speak to our hearts and power to change our lives.  
If you commit to come to this seminar…

My second promise is this--

2.  This book will come alive as it never has before.  

I know a lot of people think the Bible can not be understood and especially prophecy can not be understood.  That is hogwash.  

You are going to learn some amazing simple principles of Bible study that will literally change your life.

In fact do you know that God has specifically promised a blessing to us as we study the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation—

Turn to Rev 1:3  (1217)

3﻿Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand

So the Bible itself says that God will bless us.

And here is….

3. My third promise to you is—We will not beg you for your money!

Starting tomorrow evening, we will take a free will offering.  Give if you want, don’t if you don’t. 

Regardless, the seminar is free and you are welcome.

Now with those promises made, I want to make our most important one of all.  And that is this, this seminar is about Jesus.
(SLIDE) – Jesus

I hope you know Him and are following Him.  If you don’t, I have a free book I want you to have.  It is called STEPS TO CHRIST.  You may receive it simply by asking for at the registration table.

If you do know Him and are serving Him, then through this seminar I know that your love for Him will grow and deepen in ways you can only imagine.
It doesn’t take much to look at the world in which we live today and tell we are headed for something.  The world is nearing its end and the only hope we have lies in the soon return of our Savior. 
I am reminded of one of my favorite Bible verses… Isaiah 46:9-10, (733)
Isaiah 46:9-10, (733) "Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure." 

Here God clearly says He alone is God, the only one that can declare the end from the beginning! 

I want us to begin tonight with Daniel Chapter 2.  We are going to lay a foundation that we will build upon for the next several subjects.
What we learn tonight in Daniel 2 is not only important to the subject we are covering tonight; 
It will be important to our study tomorrow night when we look at the rapture
It is important when we study Daniel 7 and the antichrist. 

And it is important when we study Daniel 8 and the judgment.

Because God uses a method of revelation called repetition and enlargement.  

Daniel 2  (879)

Daniel 2 is amazing prophecy where God predicts the rise and fall of earth’s kingdoms, beginning 600 years before the birth of Christ and ends with the second coming of Christ and the rapture; in the very days  that you and I are living.
This prophecy is so amazing and so specific that when we are done tonight, not a soul here will be able to say that God is not in control of world events. it will reaffirm your faith in this book and will Jesus is about to return.
So here is some background; Daniel is a captive Jew in Babylon - one of the few men who serve the true God of heaven. He was highly educated and occupied one of the highest positions in the government. 

(SLIDE) – Neb Dream
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon has had a dream. The dream was so vivid that he woke up startled. However, he could not remember what he dreamed! 
We will be studying a lot about Babylon in future subjects, particularly many of the false religious teachings that came from Babylon.  Suffice it to say, that just about every pagan practice, every pagan belief, just about every false religion in the world; we can trace its origin back to Babylon.

Since Nebuchadnezzar was so troubled by this dream, he summoned his magicians, and astrologers, and sorcerers demanded to know what he dreamed, and the interpretation of that dream! 
After a lot of excuses the spokesman for this group of “wise men” claimed that what the king demanded was impossible.  It didn’t take long for the king to become angry and realize he had a lot of worthless men made a decree to execute all the “wise men” of Babylon. 
(SLIDE) – Execute them
Included in this decree was also the “wise men” that Babylon had taken captive from Judah; Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abedago. 

As his army captain gathered these men, they came to Daniel. Daniel was surprised at this hasty decree of the king and quickly went to ask him for time that he might pray.  
(SLIDE) – Daniel Prays
Daniel apparently believed in the power of God and the power of prayer.  As Daniel and his friends prayed, God revealed the vision to him during the night.

As Daniel wakes up, he realizes that God has heard his prayer and answered it.  Let’s pick up the story in vs 19.

Dan 2:19  (880) 19Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven. 20Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his: 21And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding: 22He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him. 23I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me now what we desired of thee: for thou hast now made known unto us the king’s matter. 
(SLIDE) – Daniel Before Neb

So Daniel now goes before the king. So the king asks Daniel if he knows the dream.
(SLIDE) – Daniel 2:27
Let’s continue the story in Daniel 2:27  (880) as Daniel speaks to the king…
“The secret which the king has demanded, the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and the soothsayers cannot declare to the king 

Here Daniel pokes a little fun at the king's astrologers and soothsayers, revealing their inability. 

(SLIDE) – Vs 28

Now look at verses 28 Daniel then gives the glory to God. 

28 “But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. 
Daniel said, "There is a God in Heaven." Don't you like that? 

What does this God in heaven do? He reveals secrets. 

This verse says that God will reveal secrets. And he has made known what shall be in the -- What? In the what days? In the latter days.  

The dream that king Nebuchadnezzar could not remember, that would be revealed by Daniel, takes us from Daniel's day down the stream of time to the latter days.

It is very important to notice that this vision is for the "latter days." 

How many of you believe you are living in the latter days?  Alright then, if that is true, then God is telling us that this message is for us.

Daniel now reveals the dream! Verses 31-35, 
31 “You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image. 32 “This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, 33 “its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 “You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. 35 “Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

So here is a representation of what Daniel saw…

(SLIDE) Video of Image
Friends, this is exciting.  Again, you will see that this is so specific and when we are done, you cannot tell me that God is not in control of this world.

So let’s begin…

What does the head of gold symbolize? 
Daniel 2 Verses 37-38, (880)

"Thou, o king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of Gold" 

(SLIDE) – Head of Gold

So the Bible makes it absolutely clear it represents Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylonian kingdom. This kingdom ruled from 605 B.C to 539 B.C. 

(SLIDE) - Babylon

Nebuchadnezzar's kingdom, Babylon. Would rule the world and indeed it did. 
Babylon was a mighty nation. The city itself was more than 64 miles around. The was the largest city on earth.
Its walls were some 300 feet high and 25 feet thick. In fact there was a second wall 75 feet behind the first.  This second wall actually extended 35 feet below the surface.

Babylon was a religious center. There were over 50 pagan temples inside the city.  There was also the great temple of Marduk that rose high above ground.  It was a primitive form of a skyscraper called a Ziggurat.

Why would it be pictured as the head of gold?  Babylon was known as the golden city
There was a golden image of Baal and the Golden Table (both weighing over 50,000 lbs of solid gold.) 
There were two golden lions and a solid gold human figure (18 feet high) 

Nebuchadnezzar’s palace was considered to be the most magnificent building ever erected on earth.
The river Euphrates ran through the center of Babylon providing the city with a constant water and food supply.
In fact, it was Nebuchadnezzar's greatest desire was that his kingdom last forever. And never, ever come to an end. 

You might be interested in knowing, the ancient site of Babylon is approximately 60 miles south of the city of Baghdad, modern day Iraq. 

(SLIDE) – Time Magazine

"Time" magazine had an article on Saddam Hussein. It said that Saddam Hussein's hero is Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. 

Why? 

It was Nebuchadnezzar that made his name in history by destroying Jerusalem in 587 BC. And driving its inhabitants into 70 years of captivity." 

But as much as Nebuchadnezzar wanted his kingdom to last, God had other plans.

Now many of us would have stopped right there and left.  You see, we would have said, "Yes, thou art this head of gold; and good night, King."
Look again at Daniel 2:39. 

After thee, after Babylon, shall arise another Kingdom inferior to thee. 

Nebuchadnezzar didn't like that.  He wanted to have prophecy his way, so what did he do?  
If you turn to chapter 3, you'll find the story.  He built an image on the plain of Dura.  Apparently while Daniel was away on business, he set up a statue like he had seen in the dream, except this statue was different.

It was all of gold, from the crown of its head to the sole of its feet.  Somehow he thought that he could change the facts of prophecy.  
Friends, he couldn’t do it and you and I can’t do it.  When God says something He means what He says.

The next world kingdom was the Medo-Persian empire. Just as silver is inferior to gold, Medo-Persia was inferior to Babylon, yet they overthrew Babylon in 539 B.C. and ruled until 331 B.C. 

(SLIDE) – Media Persia

How did Babylon fall, you ask? King Belshazzar has a great feast.  On the very night his kingdom would fall, he was throwing a party with plenty of wine, women and song.

Look at Daniel 5:1

Daniel 5:1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. 2Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein.   3Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them. 4They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. 5In the same hour came forth fingers of a man’s hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king’s palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. 6Then the king’s countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another.   

How would you react?

The Bible says that Belshazzar was so affected by what he saw, his knees had fellowship one with another! 

(SLIDE) – Movie Handwriting
The king immediately called his wise men together to read the inscription, but they were unable.  It was the queen who then remembered Daniel and his ability to interpret.  Daniel, a very old man now is brought before the king to once again interpret a message from the God of heaven.

Daniel 5:24 Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written. 25And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 26This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 27TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. 28PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. 

30In that night Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans was slain. 31And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old.   

Now here is something really amazing, 150 years before he was born. God identifies the very man that would capture Babylon. 

It is recorded in Isaiah 45:1

(SLIDE) – Isaiah 45:1
Isaiah 45:1 (732) Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut; 

Cyrus wasn't even born yet, but God describes him. 

Not only did God name the General, but he also told us how he would do it!

(SLIDE) – Movie – Fall of Babylon
How did the Medes and Persians overthrow the Babylonians? 
They had a 20 year food supply in the city. History tells us the Medes and Persians actually came to the walls of Babylon. And the Babylonians threw their food over the walls and mocked the armies of Diarus and Cyrus
Cyrus dammed up the Euphrates River that ran through the center of Babylon. He marched his army down the dry river bed. They came up inside the city. The levied gates were open because the drunken feast. 

You see, there were outer gates and inner gates. He marched under the outer gates. He came up inside the city. And then went through the inner gates that were left open. Indeed, Babylon fell without a battle in one night.

And so you see, friends, prophecy was fulfilled.  But what's amazing is that Isaiah had written this 150 years before the fact and it came to pass.
The Bible named Babylon. The Bible named Medio-Persia. The Bible named Cyrus as the leader. That is one of the reasons I love this book.

In a world where you don’t know what you can trust, my friend, you can trust the Word of God.

But the prophecy continues…

(SLIDE) – Daniel 2:39

Next, We have the belly and thigh of brass. Verse 39 (last part), 

"and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth." 

Now, what was this third kingdom of brass that was to follow Medo‑Persia?  
Again, we don't have to guess.  We can go to  Daniel 8:20, and we find these two kingdoms mentioned. 

Daniel 8:20 "The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia."
So under the symbol here of a ram, we see the kings of Medo‑Persia, the Medo‑Persian kingdom.  And then it says, in verse 21, who would follow the kingdom of Medo‑Persia.  It says,

Daniel 8:21 "The rough goat is the king of Grecia..."

(SLIDE) – Greece 331-168BC

And just as the Bible says, the third kingdom to rule the earth was Greece. Under Alexander the Great, they quickly conquered Medo-Persia in 331 B.C. and ruled until 168 B.C. 

(SLIDE) – Alexander the Great

Under the leadership of perhaps one of the greatest military leaders, at just 33 years old, Alexander the great conquered the then known world. 

There is an interesting story in Alexander's conquest of  why it pays to study prophecy.  

You see, the Jews were allies with Medo‑Persia.  
Remember it was Cyrus, Darius and Artaxerxes who had actually given to the Jews the right to return to their land, to rebuild their city and their temple.  We will study about that on another night.

So the Jews were very indebted to the Medes and Persians.  They were their allies, 
When Alexander the Great was conquering the world, he was, of course, attacking all of the allies of Medo‑Persia.  
Alexander and his armies had surrounded the city of Jerusalem; and friends, the night before the destruction of Jerusalem would have come, Alexander had a dream.  

Now you can read about this in writings of the historian Flavius Josephus.  
Alexander had a dream, and in that dream he saw an august figure dressed in strange clothing, with a really strange mitre upon his head.  
And upon that mitre were four letters that Alexander had never seen ‑‑ YHWH.  And as he looked upon that figure, he was filled with fear and dread.  
He awoke in a cold sweat, and the next morning he shook himself and got on his horse, and he came with his soldiers and his armies ready to destroy the city of Jerusalem.  
And out of the gates of Jerusalem came the high priest, clothed in his priestly garments with the mitre upon his head, with the golden plaque that contained the Tetragrammaton, God's unspoken name, Yahweh ‑‑ YHWH.  
And here came the high priest with a retinue of priests in all of their glory and pomp and splendor; and they came out before Alexander the Great, bowed before him and there, according to the historian, under the high priest's arm was the scroll of Daniel, the prophet. 
According to Josephus, the high priest said to Alexander the Great, "Oh, great king, we know you have come to conquer our city and our people and yet we would tell thee of our prophet, Daniel, who spoke and wrote of thy victories."  

And the king stopped and said, "Speak on."  And the high priest began to read from some of these same prophecies that we are studying right now, and shared with Alexander what Daniel had said of his great victories, and how Greece would be a kingdom that would reign over all the then‑known earth.  
And so you see, the king was flattered and spared the city of Jerusalem and God's people. 

Friends, it pays to study prophecy.  When you study prophecy, you know what's going to happen and sometimes you can use it to your advantage, as the Jews did on that occasion.  
And so that is why, though Israel was an ally of Medo‑Persia, they were spared by the Greeks.  
But now the Bible goes on to say 

Finally, we have the fourth metal of iron. Daniel 2 Verse 40, 

"And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron…: 

(SLIDE) - Rome

The fourth and final kingdom was Rome. It ruled from 168 B. C. to 476 A.D. A powerful kingdom that for over 600 years ruled the world. 

Here represented by these legs of iron.  It was  Gibbon, the great historian, who speaks of the "iron monarchy" of Rome
You remember it was Rome that was ruling in the days of Jesus.

Now here is where things really get amazing…If you and I were predicting the future, we might predict it like this: Gold, silver, brass, iron. Copper, tin, zinc, aluminum. In other words, if a human being were predicting, one nation, two nations, three, four, five, six. 

Now let me ask you this question. For those of you that are students of history, what do you know about Rome? Was it over thrown by a 5th ruling empire? What nation over threw Rome? What happened to it? It was what? Divided.

So, for this prophecy to be accurate, it means that it must describe a division in the roman empire hundreds of years in advance. Let's see what the prophecy says. 

Dan 2 Verses 41-42, "And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken." 

(SLIDE) - Toes

The Kingdom shall be what?  The Bible says the kingdom shall be divided. Rome was divided. Indeed exactly like the Bible says. 

The breakup of the Roman empire occurred due to the barbarian tribes that came down from the North. They overthrew Rome.

In perfect fulfillment we see today there have been four and only four world kingdoms since the days of Babylon. 

But now the prophecy gets more amazing, and God prophecies the next events. 

God says Rome, the fourth kingdom, will be divided, like the feet and toes, with some divisions weak and some strong. 

Let me ask you, how many toes does a normal person have? 10

(SLIDE) – List of Kingdoms

History confirms all of these, for when Rome fell in 476 A.D. it did not fall to another world kingdom, but rather was conquered by the Barbarian tribes from the north. 

The ALAMANNI (German), VISIGOTHS (Spanish), 

FRANKS (French), SUEVI (Portuguese), 

BURGUNDIANS (Swiss-Austrian), 

ANGLO SAXONS (English), 

LOMBARDS (Italian) 

and the HERULI, VANDALS, and OSTRO-GOTHS. (These last three no longer exist, another fulfillment of a prophecy we will cover later.)

Here again we see an amazing fulfillment of prophecy, now it gets even more dramatic! 

Dan 2 Verse 43, "And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay." 

Here God predicted that these kingdoms would intermarry, but never unite. 

Throughout history men have attempted to unite Europe by a "mingling of seeds". That is to say, intermarriage. God said, Europe would be divided. 

(SLIDE) – Family Tree

In fact, if you go to the Fredricksberg Castle and enter the royal chambers of this castle in Denmark. And there on the walls is a family tree of Europe. In fact, in this family tree, you have King Frederick and Queen Diana. This family tree shows how all royal families of Europe at that time were all united through King Frederick and Queen Diana in an attempt to mingle their seeds to unite Europe. 

But God said they would mingle their seed, but they shall not cleave one to another.

(SLIDE) – Hitler, Stalin etc

They tried it by marriage and they tried it by war.

(SLIDE)  - LIst

These few words have stopped dictator after dictator in their tracks.  But they shall not cleave one to another" even as iron is not mixed with miry clay.  
Charlemagne tried to do it.  He founded the "Holy Roman Empire," which was kind of like Grapenuts cereal, neither grape nor nuts.  It was neither holy nor Roman.  
It didn't work.  The Bible had said, "They shall not cleave one to another."  
Napoleon tried it.  Kaiser Wilhelm tried it.  Hitler, Lenin, Stalin, they've all tried it.  
Yet all these men, with their mighty armies were stopped dead by those seven words in the Bible. 

"They shall not cleave one to another." 

When Napoleon was defeated in 1815 at the Battle of Waterloo, it is reported that he said, "God all mighty is too much for me." Indeed he is. 

Isn’t wonderful to know there is a God in heaven who is still in control of this world and has a divine plan? 

Now are you ready for the most exciting part of it all…

Let's see what that plan is. Verses 44-45, 

44 “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 45 “Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure
(SLIDE)  - Movie of Rock

God says in the days of these kings (kingdoms), He will set up His kingdom, which shall stand forever! Everything is in place. The next world kingdom will be God's! 

Revelation 21:1 (1234) paints a beautiful picture of the coming kingdom. 
It’s recorded in Rev 21:1

(3 SLIDES)  - Rev 21:1

Revelation 21: 1-5, "And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 

(SLIDE) – Jesus in the Rock

The Bible says in the days of these kings… what kings…the kingdom of modern Europe.  Friends, the next kingdom upon this earth will be the kingdom of Jesus Christ.

As Jesus was spending one of his last nights upon this earth, he chose to spend it with his disciples.  It was there that he began to share with them that he was leaving them, but He made a promise…

Recorded in John 14:1 (1068)
(2 SLIDES)  - John 14:1

John 14:1-3, (1068) "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: If it were not so, I would have told you, I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." 
Friends, this we can know for sure.  Jesus Christ is very soon to return to take us all home! 
Friends, in just a few nights from now, we are going to cover this most exciting prophecy of all and that is the Second Coming of Christ.

However, before we get there…
Tomorrow Night you don’t want to miss…
(SLIDE) – Next Subject
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